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Government from among the members of the Petrovic
or other distinguished families of the country. The
remaining clauses of the document confirmed the
existing laws and customs -of the country, invited
Danilo to return as soon as possible from Russia,
and appointed commissioners to acquaint him and
the Czar with the new state of affairs,

But the transition to the secular power was not
accomplished without a struggle against Monte-
negro's ancient foes. The Turks, who had been
comparatively quiet during the last years of the pre-
ceding reign, had never recognised the undoubted
fact of Montenegrin independence, and regarded this
change as a direct infringement of that suzerainty
which they claimed for the Sultan. Omar Pasha was
ordered to invade the country; but before he had
crossed the frontier, a Montenegrin force under
George Petrovic, one of the Prince's uncles, seized the
ancient capital of Zabljak, which had so often been
taken and retaken in these border wars. Danilo
summoned six thousand men to meet him on the
banks of the Zeta, and thus for a time prevented the
garrison of Scutari from relieving the captured town.
A succession of Montenegrin victories followed, but
Zabljak was eventually recaptured, and the Monte^
negrin frontier closely blockaded. The Turkish- fleet
arrived off the Albanian coast, Omar Pasha succeeded
in entering the country, and Danilo applied for-help
to St. Petersburg and Vienna. But before his envoy
had returned, a great triumph had raised the spirits of
his people. On the night of the 2Oth of January,
1853, the Montenegrins fell upon Omar's camp,